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Calling on them, though, requires
knowing their names and the details
of their lives. Mat says he sometimes
uses role play to rouse them, acting
as a judge over the accused at the
old courthouse, or a fellow inmate at
the abandoned prison.
Research has turned up family
histories for the pair to pursue, and
also explained some of the weird
happenings in the Greenough
settlement. The town was subject to
floods and cyclones in the late 1800s,
levelling buildings and taking lives.
“The water carries energy,” Mat
says, “and the limestone stores it.”

A shadow captured in long exposure.

PROTECTION
Wayne and Mat take the influence
of spirits seriously but spiritual
protection is a personal process.
Wayne pulls out a couple of
stones to show me — black
tourmaline and fire agate.
“The trick is always keep them in
your left pocket, and place them in
there with your left hand.”
Mat offers an Islamic protection
prayer before we begin.

Wayne Giles’ protective stones.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TOOLS
Wayne’s car is bursting with
paranormal equipment. It is a
glowing pile of electromagnetic
frequency readers, torches and
batteries.
“You can’t take it all,” Wayne says.
“The issue is because it’s all
electronic equipment, and you’re
looking for electromagnetic
frequencies — each extra piece of
equipment is another thing that can

interfere with the readings, so you
only take what you need.”
They scout the buildings first with a
temperature gun and
electromagnetic reader. A power
point or telephone line can set off
paranormal equipment, so they take
this into account.
For the same reasons they take
photo, video and audio recordings
before an investigation as well, and
thoroughly explore the building.
“Sometimes there’ll just be
pigeons in the roof or something.”
Wayne says. “If you know that going
in, then you aren’t going to mistake
that for a spirit and look like a fool
when you eventually figure out it was
just a bunch of birds.”
PAY YOUR RESPECTS
“You have to be respectful, just like
with any living person,” Wayne says.
“I can’t just go barging into anyone’s
home because the door is unlocked.
You always knock first.”
He gives a couple of firm taps on
the door of the old Hackett house.
“Hello, may we come in?” he says.
“We’d just like to talk with you.”
Mat explains this is another reason

for carefully researching the names
— it’s polite to call people by their
name.
THE FOOTWORK
A set of small black boxes and
measuring devices act as our ghost
monitors. Most of them measure
electromagnetic frequency
fluctuations, but there’s a
temperature gun, an audio recorder
and a night vision camera.
Mat explains that spirits are beings
of energy, so electromagnetic force
is the best way to see them.
“Other potential signs of the
paranormal are sudden temperature
drops or rises of more than three
degrees, and sounds — they often
like to respond to whistles or knocks,”
he says.
As the three of us sit in the silent,
empty living room, Wayne sets down
a torch — slightly unscrewed so it can
easily turn off or on — and the EMF
reader, and begins to ask questions.
“Is there anyone here with us
tonight? If you are here, could you
please turn the torch off or wave
your hand over the device here like
this?” Wayne waves a hand over the

EMF reader. “We’ve done this many
times, you know it won’t hurt you,” he
says to the silent room.
There’s a minute or so of silence.
“Are there any members of the
Hackett family here?” There are a
few moments pause.
The torch flickers on. “Thank you,”
Wayne says.
The questions become more
specific — “Are you male?”; “Are
you female?”; “Are you something
else?” — then go into names, and
eventually the big questions
“Do you want to be here?” But the
torch remains still.
“That happens sometimes,”
Wayne says. “Could’ve just been a
shake in the ground or something
that caused the torch to go on. We’ll
have to check the camera and the
audio afterwards.”
Mat tells me there is a young boy’s
spirit who often comes, and he
enjoys playing with the torch.
They’ve just started leaving toys on
the ground too — trucks and tops,
which this spirit reportedly rolls
around the floor. One of the EMF
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Mat Wilson captured this shadow on
long exposure at the Bluff Point
Lighthouse memorial.
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