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Sex fiend
accused of
teen’s rape
t Jon Solmundson
and Amanda Banks
A dangerous sex offender has
been charged over allegations he
broke into a home while armed
with a pistol and dragged a 13year-old girl outside by her hair
before repeatedly raping her.
Patrick Alfred Comeagain
appeared in the Geraldton Magistrate’s Court yesterday facing
eight charges over the alleged
sex attack, which police claim he
committed in Geraldton more
than 20 years ago.
Magistrate Donna Webb said
Comeagain, who now uses the
surname Merritt and appeared
in court via video link from a
Perth jail, had been declared a
dangerous sex offender five
years ago.
Ms Webb said the 42-year-old
was awaiting a Supreme Court
appearance next month to determine whether he was suitable
for release into the community
on a supervision order.
Police charged Comeagain
after a cold-case review of the

unsolved crime using advances
in forensics and investigation
techniques.
It is alleged Comeagain was
wearing a disguise when he
broke into the house on November 3, 1994.
Police claim two teenage
girls were home alone and
Comeagain threatened the pair
before dragging the 13-year-old
to nearby bush and repeatedly
assaulting her.
The 42-year-old is charged
with five counts of sexually penetrating a child aged 13 to 16,
deprivation of liberty, aggravated indecent dealing and aggravated burglary.
Ms Webb said Comeagain had
been sentenced to 10 years jail in
1995 and 12 years jail in 2000 for
sex offences.
He had been charged with
minor breaches of a supervision
order in 2014 and last year.
Ms Webb said it would be
appropriate to have the Supreme
Court matter dealt with before
considering bail and adjourned
the eight charges to March 18.

Going the distance: David Carr with World Masters medals he has won over 35 years. Picture: Nic Ellis

At 83, David Carr is a track master
t Shannon Hampton
He has broken records at World
Masters Athletics Championships in the US, France, South
Africa and Spain — and this year
83-year-old David Carr will put
his decades of training and experience to the test on home soil in
Perth for the first time.
The titles, which span 41
years, were in Melbourne in 1987
and Brisbane in 2001 but never

before in Perth. They are expected to attract more than 4000 athletes aged 35 to older than 100
from 80 countries and almost
3000 of their supporters.
Carr became involved in WA
athletics in 1948 but began running in masters races in 1974 and
on the world stage in 1980.
This year he aims to run in the
400m, 800m, 1500m and steeplechase and plans to add to his
healthy haul of gold medals.

“If you can do something
others can’t do, it gives you confidence,” he said. “It’s a little bit of
the boy in the man to think that
way but you get a kick out of
doing something very well.”
With two-thirds of competitors and supporters coming
from overseas for the 12-day
event from October 26, director
David Budge predicted it would
inject tens of millions of dollars
into WA’s economy.

